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PEE FACE'. 



English Chnrcbmen are exceedingly familiar with 
the jnxtapoBition of selections from the Old and 
New Testaments; and are aware that not a few 
of the former are considered to have an oblique 
reference to the Christian verities. Yet the general 
conditions and limits of snch reference are felt to be 
very obscure. The following pages offer an attempt 
to trace them. It was made originally for the 
writer's own satisfaction ; but knowing no work of 
small dimensions on the subject, he is induced 
to place it at the disposal of others; sensible 
though he is of many deficiencies for so weighty a 
task. 

A great variety of Old Testament matters are 
treated as types by ancient expositors, which are 
not in the most vital current of Scripture story: 
while any prophetic voice of their own must be 
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confessed to be faint, these may yet be handled 
with singular facility in illustration of Christian 
fact and truth. This naturally arises from their 
belonging to a Divine economy, which, itself 
visible, was the matrix and precursor of a deeper 
and spiritual one. If this be recognized, the 
question of their typical character is reduced to 
one of words. 



THE DOCTRINE OF TYPICAL RELATION 
IN HOLT SCRIPTURE. 



■•o*- 



I. 

Cbbtain persons and things in the Old Testament 
are spoken of as types of matters in the New. The 
word does not occur in the text of our English 
Bible or of its parent versions, though it may be 
found in the margin; neither is it in the Prayer 
Book or Articles. But in the Second Book of 
Homilies the Paschal is called the typical lamb; 
and it is common enough in divines of the seven- 
teenth century and since. To throw light upon its 
usage requires a little tediousness of reference. 

The primary meaning in Greek is a blow, and in 
a passage of Herodotus^ type and antitype are 
simply blow and reverberation. Next, it is the 
mark which characterizes a blow, and not very 
differently in 8. John xx. 25, "the print of the 

* Herodot. 1. 67. 
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nails." Next, an impression taken off from a die, 
as on a coin,^ and then any device produced by 
casting. With less strictness an image, though it 
might not have been from a matrix, but sculptured 
or engraved, as still in a sense bearing the impress 
of niihe thing represented. It is simply this (for 
worship) in Amos v. 26, Wisdom xiii. 13. By in- 
sensible transition the design of such an object, 
and in Exodus xxv. 40 the pattern which Moses 
saw in the Mount. Metaphorically it is in Plato ^ 
the character one wishes to see impressed upon 
youth; and^ the model of what a myth or story 
relating to the gods ought to be, to have a whole- 
some tendency. And thus 8. Paul exhorts Timothy 
to be a type to the believers, and congratulates the 
Bomans on having from the heart obeyed that type 
of doctrine which had been delivered to them. 

Meaning a pattern, it came to imply those as- 
sembled features merely which are essential to it ; 
as in Aristotle,* ** in type, and not fully ; " and 
hence at times an imperfect one, as where in Plato ^ 
a distinction is taken between the highest good, 
and a certain type of it ; the best representation 
being presumably taken from the means available, 
but still imperfect. Further, the type is not only 

» Eur. Hipp. 862. « Eep. ii. 377. » Ibid. ii. 280. 
* Ethics 2, 7. fi Phileb. 61. 
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the abstract design of a group of objects, but this 
design when found upon any one of them ; and so 
that one is called a type of the design, or of an 
object bearing it in perfection. Thus in Plato :^ 
"That we may know by an example (type) what 
they are." 

11. 

Christian writers accordingly found it expressive 
of anything which, springing from a common ground 
with others, assumes a character representative of 
them. But — and here we pass beyond mere verbal 
analysis — in Scripture there are frequently matters 
which are perceived to have a common significance, 
as illustrating some notable feature in the Divine 
relations with man, the incidents of his nature, or 
the provisions respecting him. Sometimes they 
lead our thoughts to others which illustrate the 
observed feature more strongly than themselves. 
Of these, as of the rest of their class, they will be 
types. And as the adumbration of something to be 
manifested in the future, rising to a greater or 
chief importance, is the most interesting function of 
a type, religious writers often speak as if confined 
to this sense, and mean by a type a jprefiguration. 

* Rep. viii. 559. 

B 2 
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Papias the grammarian defines, a type is a pro- 
phecy in facta or things. In present usage, " type 
is the thing prefiguring, antitype is the thing 
prefigured." ^ 

This prophetic sense is not found in any pre- 
Christian author ; and may be looked for in vain 
in Philo, though he has frequent occasion for the 
word or its synonyms. In these writers forms 
exemplifying a class are regarded not as converging 
to but as diverging from something to which they 
owe conformity, and which is styled their arche- 
type. But it is the claim of Christianity to crown 
a revelation made by degrees and stages, in which 
a presiding Mind was the author of successive phe- 
nomena. That which seems to bear the relation of 
archetype (or to which the others are evidently 
subordinate) may here appear very late ; and mean- 

* Raphael. But this has not always been adhered to. In 
Heb. ix. 24 the holy places made witli hands are antitypes 
of the true. The ambiguity of anti, which betokens an 
antithesis of natul*e or merely of position, affects its com- 
pounds. From the existence of an element of contrast 
Gregory of Nazianzum calls the Brazen Serpent an " anti- 
type, not type" of Him who suffered for us ; and this may 
account for the word in the above passage, although S. 
Chrysostom explains it to mean the same as types. The 
same expression is applied in the Apostolical Constitutions 
to the Eucharistic elements. 

For the meaning of type in modem science, see Note A at 
the end. 
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while that which gathers up into itself existing 
approaches to it stands as the type. 

It is a technical expression of peculiar interest, 
because it betokens a far more attentive and sys- 
tematic handling of the phenomena of human life 
than could have been prompted by any other re- 
ligion. "If," says Max Miiller, "I ventured to 
characterize the worship of all the Semitic nations 
by one word, I should say it was pre-eminently the 
worship of God in history ; of God as affecting the 
destinies of races and nations, rather than of God 
wielding the powers of nature." This statement 
touches the heart of the present subject. It is very 
agreeable to the profound disclosure which Chris- 
tianity, the heir of Semitic worship, carries in its 
bosom, that the Son of God entered into history. 
The most distant links connected with such a fact 
assume a corresponding importance, and the moral 
purport and effect of each command a reverential 
study at the hands of those sensible of the consis- 
tency and orderly progression which pervade the 
government of God. 

Although type is not in the English text, its 
simple or compounded form may be recognized 
more or less clearly in the " ecclesiastical " sense 
(so lexicons style it), in the following passages of 
the Greek Testament : 
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(1) Rom. V. 14; (2) 1 Pet. iii. 21 ; (3) l.Cor.x. 
6, 11 ; (4) Heb. ix. 24. 

Evidently the writers did not merely take occa- 
sion from the matters referred to in these texts ; 
but there were prophetic inferences accruing from 
the matters themselves. (1) Adam's fall and its 
consequences showed how the fortunes of mankind 
might hang upon an individual, irrespectively of 
their own doings ; so he was the type of Him that 
was to come. (2) The Deluge, that they might 
become hopelessly corrupt, and God erect a new 
world from a remnant of them ; as happened again 
when the Church, borne up on the waters of 
Baptism, emerged from the moral ruin and confu- 
sion of the world at a later era. (3) God's people, 
saving a small remnant, might, in the midst of His 
works on their behalf, be unfaithful to their calling, 
and miss their inheritance. Here was a warning 
voice from the past, a prophecy of the fate of some, 
the liability of all. (4) In the annual entrance to 
the Holy of holies there was that which even more 
decidedly bore the character of prophecy, "the 
Holy Ghost this signifying that the way into the 
holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while 
as the first building was yet standing." There 
was a shadowy, restricted access to the great 
Presence, pointing to a future when, in the advance 
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of God*8 revelation, it should to the High Priest 
of a better time be open and free. This has 
happened now that Christ in our nature is not 
occasionally permitted, but permanently enthroned 
in the holiest place. Such is the purport of the 
passages referred to. 



m. 

There are many other things treated by the New 
Testament as typical, but to which it does not 
attach the name. 

(5) The obloquy incurred by Moses is called in 
Hebrews xi " the reproach of Christ ; " and Theo- 
doret explains that he bore it as Christ in type. 
The olive was the pride of eastern lands, and it was 
a wide and primeval practice to consecrate by the 
chrism formed from its juices not only persons to 
solemn offices, but even inanimate objects.^ This 
chrism^ of which the holy oil in Exodus xxx. is 
the most notable example, was a vehicle for delicate 
perfumes and aromatic properties, carrying with it 
associations of cheerfulness and health. At no 
time could the expression in the Hebrews have been 

' Gen. xxyiii. 18 ; Ex. xl. 9. 
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altogether an anachronism, however destitute of its 
later fulness; and Psalm cy. 15 applies it to the 
patriarchal saints. Yet "Christ" is the author's 
word, and not put forward as that under which 
Moses recognized his obligations, but only as 
epitomizing the whole order of things to whicli 
Moses in its nascent prospects clung.^ 

(6) The instinct of a resurrection in Psalm xvi. 
David had an inspired consciousness of attributes 
attaching to himself, and of an issue actually to 
spring from himself, which God would redeem 
from the grave. For the time he was the head of 
the holy seed, the Lord's anointed or Christ. And 
** in his own order " he would share the blessing of 
that incorruption which he was not personally, but 
only mediately, to see. 

(7) Most of those passages in SS. Matthew and 
John beginning "that it might be," or "then was 
luMlled " refer to statements held to have been met 
in some degree by events of an earlier time, through 
which events they illustrate the typical relation.^ 
One may be at first inclined, as was Parkhurst, to 
suppose that these references have merely the 
character of classical allusions. But several 
reasons rebut this, (a) It cannot be shown that 
either of the conjunctions rendered '' that " in these 

> Gomp. 1 Cor. zii. 12. ' See Note B at the end. 
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passages can sink to the mere assertion of sequence 
apart from pnrpose. (fi) Fulfilled is a remarkable 
word ; not to be satisfied by mere coincidence with a 
prophecy, but keeping the idea of fulness,^ and 
often associated with the Divine operation as its 
source. " The fulness of God " in men implies the 
perfection of Christian graces. He is represented 
'<in the dispensation of the fulness of times" as 
purposing '* to gather together all things in Christ.'* 
Fulfilled, then, in a matter of prophecy, naturally 
means the complete carrying out of the divine mind 
in regard to it.^ (y) In S. Matthew i. 22 we 
find, "^W this was done" to fulfil a prophecy of 
Isaiah; which must surely mean that the Divine 
Hand was over all the combined circumstances, 
arranging and drawing them on to the event. 
(8) In S. John xii. 16 our Lord's disciples 
remember that the ancient words referred to were 
written of Him, 

Of course such statements infer a high sense of 
the paramount moment and dignity of the matters 
in hand. The Christian Era was the heir of all 
previous hopes. 

(8) The whole sacrificial system of Leviticus is 
treated as typical in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
Indeed ''a shadow of things to come" is the 

' See Bom. xiii 10. ' See S. Luke iv. 21. 
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general description of the Mosaic order (Colos- 
sians ii. 17 ; Hebrews x. 1). Sundry other Old 
Testament matters are referred to in the New ; 
whether to be regarded as illustrations only, or as 
exemplifying some principle of Divine procedure 
to bear further fruits, may best be determined by 
the case itself. 



IV. 

Formulated in Scripture, type is employed in the 
same sense in the early Fathers. The Epistle of 
Barnabas speaks of the type that v^as on Isaac on 
the altar being accomplished. The red heifer is 
also a type. " This heifer is Jesus." The attend- 
ants sprinkling are spoken of as " evangelizing to 
us." Moses made types in his outstretched hands 
and in the Brazen Serpent. Jacob, by the Spirit, 
saw in Ephraim a type of the people to come. 
** Were I," says S. Justin Martyr, " to sum up all 
the ordinances which were commanded by Moses, 
I could prove them to be types and symbols and 
announcements of what was after to happen to 
Christ, and those who were foreknown as believers 
in Christ, as well as of the actions which should 
subsequently be performed by Himself." He in- 
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stances the Paschal Lamb as a type of our Lord ; 
the oblation of flour by cleansed lepers as a type of 
the Eucharistic bread : the eighth day as a type of 
the true circumcision through Him who rose on it, 
&c. S. Jerome sees in Judith a type of the Church, 
Eusebius,^ so versed in the terminology of earlier 
writers, uses type as the familiar expression for a 
prophetic fact. " The prophets, anointing under a 
Divine impulse, constituted in type certain Christs 
by reason of their unction ; so that all these have re- 
ference to the true Christ, the Divine and heavenly 
Word, the only High Priest of all men, the only 
King of all creation, and the Father's only supreme 
Prophet of the prophets." Ixx S, Chrysostom ^ «« the 
type is so called until the reality comes ; '* and of 
Melchizedek he says : " Kequire not everything in 
the type." S, Augustine says : " The Old Testa- 
ment to those rightly interpreting is a prophecy of 
the New." 



V. 

But the question will be put, Is prophecy so 
alleged to attach to these types that the ultimate 
Author of Scripture addresses its readers through 
the facts and institutions referred to ? The King 

» H.E. i.3. * Horn. 35. 
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of all tbe earth, whose years endure throughout all 
generations — as other dynasties have their tradi- 
tions, so must His; only the more consistent as 
identified with a perfect unity of will. However 
any appointment may be suited to a particular time 
and place, it at least emanates from One to whom 
all His works are known, and it must be in har- 
mony with them. But, further. He placed the 
purely Semitic descendants of Abraham in posses- 
sion of certain great privileges and expectations, to 
be transmitted by their hands to a Body of world- 
wide proportions. Anything forming an integral 
part of the sacred economy embracing them, would 
assume a relation with the whole order of things 
which was to claim the adhesion of after ages. 
And according to the closeness with which it shall 
seem to be entwined with that order will be its 
claim upon our attention. The later utterances of 
Bevelation commend such facts to us. E. g. S. Paul 
in Bomans iv. 23 recals the righteousness imputed 
to Abraham in virtue of his faith, and adds, ''It 
was not written for his sake only that it was im- 
puted to him, but for us also, to whom it shall be 
imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead." 
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VL 

The Apostle does not lay down this point as if 
oracolarlj, but as deducing an inference; which 
bears on a question which has been proposed, 
whether we are justified in recognizing as a type 
that which is not expressly verified as such by 
Scripture itself. Leading annotators of our day 
agree with the Fathers and mediseyal writers in 
ignoring the suggested restriction. Alford calls it 
" a shallow and indolent dictum ; " Bp. Wordsworth 
speaks of it as fatal to an appreciation of the 
importance of the Old Testament. Of course it 
was devised as a protection against the excesses 
of allegory. But because an abuse there is, we 
do not therefore acquire a right to repress it by 
any assertion that will serve the purpose. Such 
assertion, if it have not the fiat of Scripture, is 
itself exposed to the very criticism it employs. A 
reader may adduce what he deems a type, and it 
should be accepted or rejected as suci on the 
merits of the case, which may be supposed at times 
to admit of doubt; no liberty being taken with 
Scripture, so long as its warrant is not falsely 
claimed. It certainly does not always supply us 
with the inferences we are meant to draw from its 
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statements, as in those passages pregnant witli 
moral lessons.^ Moreover, a passage may be cited 
from S. Paul which seems conclusive against such 
a restriction. "Tell me, ye that are under the 
law, do ye not hear the law?" As if they might 
have done for themselves what he is about to do 
for them ; and he then proceeds to convert the 
story of Hagar and Ishmael into an "allegory" 
which wears an appearance of the boldest kind. 

VII. 

It is neither irrelevant to this question, nor un- 
interesting in itself, to ask whether there are 
features in common history in any way resembling 
the types of Scripture? Of course there can be 
none commended to our attention with the like 
authority. But in most fields of inquiry there is 
much to be learnt from premonitory appearances. 
The tastes of a child indicate the calling for which 
he will afterwards be fitted. So in the infancy of 
nations there is a prophecy in things. Take, for 
instance, the well-known incident of Judge Gas- 
coigne and Prince Henry in our own annals. It was 
in a true sense a type, and cherished as such, of 
that reverence for law which has had so much to 

> See 1 Cor. ix. 9. 
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do with shaping the history of our country ; and 
fitly forms the subject of one of the cartoons in the 
palace at Westminster. It was a kernel full of the 
flavour of the tree, and a token that the same tree 
would produce like fruits in the future. So, also, 
the story, though mythical, of the Koman Twins, 
their Martial parent, and she-wolf foster-mother : 

" Uiiquenched through ages, 
Like Vesta's sacred fire, 
Shall live the spirit of thy nurse, 
The spirit of thy sire.'* 

However that myth grew up, it played a part in 
Boman history incomparably superior to those of 
myriads of forgotten facts, because it was typical. 
Indeed, such outgrowths of popular sentiment not 
only reveal the proclivities of a people, but con- 
tribute to form them. They are part of the process, 
and partake of the characters of both fruit and seed. 

There is such a thing, then, as a Comparative 
Typology. In cases like the above, the inferences are 
of secular interest and various importance. But 
occasionally there are even here phenomena running 
up into an association with those of the Bible, and 
seeming to corroborate its teachings, especially where 
our survey is wide. For instance, very large inter- 
ests are often observed to pass through the hands 
of a single individual, on whose courage, sagacity, or 
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virtue the weal of great bodies of persons depends; 
although their fate, subject to such intervention, 
is afterwards determined by themselves. Where 
would the interests, perhaps existence, of a large 
family have been, if their progenitor had been a 
profligate or spendthrift ? Or the livelihood of those 
maintained by some extensive industry, but for the 
zeal and address of some one at its head ? Or the 
welfare, perhaps existence, of a nation, but for 
rare endowments of persons arising at special crises 
of its affairs ? And what do these facts teach, but 
that human efforts do not supersede the Divine 
sovereignty, making the parts depend on the whole, 
and the whole on the parts, and sometimes making 
a very great whole depend on what is, so far as 
mere appearance goes, a very small part ? 

An experience which was impressed by accumn- 
lated tokens on the Jews. The genius of the race 
originated with Abraham. Faith in God, embody- 
ing itself in steady action, was the key-note struck 
by him. The fate of his great-grandchildren de- 
pended on the ability, tenderness, and virtue of one 
of them. Providence in a sublime irony even in- 
terwove their own treachery in the chain of events 
which preserved them. Moses, that tiny waif upon 
the Nile, in spite of blind repudiations of his 
agency, persevered till he made their posterity a 
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nation. The same lesson went on repeating itself 
in varied lights under the Judges. " According to 
Thy manifold mercy Thou gayest them saviours, 
who saved them out of the hands of their 
enemies.'' ^ It received mighty illustration in 
David, with his religious fervour, large heart, 
and shepherd spirit. In later days his name was 
perpetuated as a type of the pastor-king whose 
sway was the ideal the nation sighed for.^ And its 
higher perceptions by the voice of psalmists and 
prophets assigned a deep meaning to his functions 
and character. They could not confine the thoughts 
suggested by them, or the affections clustering 
aroimd Sion and the Lord's annointed, to a tem- 
poral rule. Thus it was (humanly speaking), that 
the form of the Messiah, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, dawned upon the prophets in theur 
higher moods. 

It appears, then, that the trite axiom that history 
is philosophy teaching by example, might be brought 
into very close juxtaposition with another — that 
sacred history is religion teaching by type. And 
one effect of this is to abate the impression that 
there was anything artificial in the reference which 
Joseph or Moses or David bore to the Messiah ; or 

> Neh. ix. 27. 

< Ezek, xzxiv. 23 ; xxxviL 24, 25 ; Hos. ill. 5. 
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that characters and things determined to be types 
were separately devised for the purpose, instead of 
being simply the outgrowth of the period in which 
they appeared. Those who are persuaded that the 
Divine procedure, even when most to be called ex- 
traordinary, is still orderly, will be assured that 
this is the right view. Under the present dispen- 
sation, marriage represents to us a Divine mystery ; 
yet it is the growth of private circumstances none 
the less. Not, certainly, that there is the slightest 
reason to attenuate the witness borne by a type on 
such an account. For it is the very character of 
Omniscience to make Its appointments concur to 
widely different ends, and each as if no other had 
been intended. 

VIII. 

As distinguished, nevertheless, from all other 
histories the Old Testament deals with persons and 
things associated by links more or less clear with 
the unfolding of Bevelation as we now possess it. 
Within this privileged area we are bound to expect 
a greater significance in the matters presented to us; 
and whenever we see some principle at work which 
had a more mature and momentovs exercise in the 
Christian religion, we recognize a type. If we 
begin high up the stream in the bosom of the 
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patriarchal family, the elements of comparison may 
not be so clear. And yet they must be there. For 
all the Divine processes are gradual, and it would 
do violence to our experience to suppose otherwise 
in a particular quarter. We may expect to find the 
same eventful instincts at work in the smaller area 
as in later times, and producing effects after their 
kind. The sacred functions of the head of the 
house — the king-priest — made him not merely in 
imagery but in fact partaker of His solicitudes to 
whom is the gathering of the people in a grander 
sense. Sarah or Eebekah, as the mother of the 
people that is to be, their nurse and bringer-up, 
may be considered partaker of the Church's labour, 
and typical of her who has a true work imder her 
Lord as certainly as had the wife of the patriarch 
under him who was immediately hers. And thus it 
is that S. Paul gets a bearing for his argument in 
Galatians iv. Abraham and Sarah were partners in 
a sacred promise. Their union did not rest simply 
upon the will of the former. Accordingly there 
was a perpetuity in it, and in the position of the 
offepring, which the bondwoman and her child 
could never attain. And such was the position of 
the Church of Christ, the Jerusalem whose true 
centre is above ; for it is a body which the Son ^ of 

^ See S. John viii. 35, 36. 

2 
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God has admitted to a fellowship of spirit, while 
the Jewish incorporation had no such mark of in- 
telligent and spiritual alliance, but was in bondage 
to rigid enactments. 

When the sphere of Grod's spiritual order had 
widened to the dimensions of a consecrated people, 
and there was an incorporation with which Christ 
and His Church can be brought into comparison, it 
is easier to see analogies with the religious history 
of a later day. For example, consider the position 
and character of Moses. He filled the peculiar 
office of mediator.^ Great was the distance of his 
countrymen from a standard which the Eye of 
Holiness could approve. That such a people should 
receive immediate guidance and favour would, even 
if conceivable, have been open to the evil of con- 
doning much corruption. Not to take higher 
ground, it might have been to obscure that up- 
ward way which was the path to their truest 
interests. One from among them, peculiarly the 
child of Providence by his rescue and rare expe- 
rience, having choicer elements of character to be 
elicited by trial, was appointed the organ of the Di- 
vine word. Here was an adjustment susceptible of 
far more extensive application. His singleness and 
tenacity of purpose ; his self-collectedness in braving 

» Gal. ill. 19. 
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the tyrant and the crowd ; still more, his pitying 
spirit, which prompted him to plead for his people 
at, if need were, the sacrifice of himself ; bear clear 
likeness to Another whom the Lord God would 
raise up of his brethren like unto him. At the 
same time we feel that such being the qualities 
always desiderated in a steward of God's human 
household, we have a type of the person of that 
great One to come through haying a type of His 
character. It was further necessary that such an 
one should be the bearer of a law and a chastening 
discipline. We have the antitype in the more 
searching precepts of Christ ; in which, however, 
we see law losing its hardness, and passing into a 
gentle suasion and spiritual sway. Many collateral 
features look as if typical on examination ; as the 
solenm obscurity of the law-giver's removal, to live 
on only in his imperishable memory and enactments ; 
in which we think we see a suggestion of the As- 
cension. It was with Elijah that he shared the con- 
ference at the Transfiguration. There is only one 
holy death which Scripture seems to encourage us 
to dwell upon ; but that was illumined by a Ke- 
surrection. 

We refrain from accumulating illustrations ex- 
cept so far as may be needed to render the prin- 
ciples we are tracing clear. Or this last mention 
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would suggest a wonderful emblem — the Burning 
Bush. The dry fragile thorn blazes before the eyes 
of the astonished shepherd, but lives uninjured by 
the blaze. How correctly portraying the position 
of his people, toiling in the furnaces of Egypt, but 
surviving, nay multiplying, under their oppres- 
sion ! But, in doing this, how truly did it image 
radical topics of human interest which lay more 
deeply imbedded — the survival of Divine faith and 
hope through the fires of tribulation, and even the 
last crucible of death ; and, may we not add. Him 
in virtue of whom they survive, the Captain of our 
salvation, made perfect through sufferings ? (May 
not the miracle of the Fiery Furnace, in an after 
depression of the nation's fortunes, have been a 
repetition of the type ?) 

The question may present itself. Why should the 
migration from Egypt to Canaan claim a mydtical 
application, rather than any other migratory enter- 
prise, as (suppose) that of the voyagers of the May- 
flower? Might not such as this be conceivably 
made the source of similar imagery, typifying the 
course and responsibilities of human life under 
a new impulse from Heaven ? A closer ezamina* 
tion shows the difference. In the Divine policy 
the Jews were an experimental nation, provided 
with the moral law in a definite form, £rom whom a 
eertfun character was to be evolved in the maturity 
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of time, and embodied in the Saviour of tlie world. 
On their part they found themselves exceptionally 
gifted with the knowledge of the One God, and 
hemmed around by manifestations of His power. 
''Hath God assayed to go and take Him a nation 
from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by 
signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and a stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, 
according to all that the Lord your God did for 
you in Egypt before your eyes?" Their after 
career was marked by the same awful guidance. At 
the same time they had no explicit knowledge of a 
future life. They appear to have had something 
which was a substitute to them ; yet, as the Epistle 
to the Hebrews shows, anything like a Christian 
view of it would have been an anachronism. For 
that there was a nearer presence of God than they 
had attained, was symbolized by the Holy of holies 
in their midst ; but that terms of admission to it 
were not yet promulgated, was equally taught by 
that sanctuary's seclusion. Their expiatory rites 
carried them only from day to day, from year to 
year. They did not convey to the consciousness of 
each how he actually was, or might be, on intelli- 
gible grounds absolved and accepted by God, and 
placed in a position to receive the blessings of a 
world to come. This livirig way^ is made known 

1 Heb. X. 20. 
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by the Besurrection and Ascension of CliTifit ; facte 
showing the success of His self-offering in ovr 
nature and for us, in overcoming death and opening 
the gate of everlasting life. It was, however, a 
great thing that an individual Jew was treated as 
a member of a body which had far-reaching expec- 
tations at God's hands. Any one who is led in a 
manner to lose himself in the interests and pros- 
pects of a great incorporation has an earnest of 
something more than temporal life, because he 
exercises its functions. Perhaps we shall not be 
wrong in thinking that this principle has been 
ordained to play an important part in the religion 
of every age. 

It appears then that what our life from the font 
to the grave is to us, that was the Jews' on their 
way from Egypt to Canaan — their solemn probation. 
The conduct of a partaker in any other migration, 
or his fate imder the enterprise, would be no index 
of his state before God. He sees through these 
worldly things another horizon for which he has to 
prepare. But the Jews saw the will of God immi- 
nent in all the stages and windings of their route, 
and saw no other. It was a type, therefore, of the 
career of a Christian, and its more marked features 
may well be typical of those presented by his.^ So 

> 1 Cor. X. 
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again we might make any warfare the occasion of 
moralizing, though perhaps rather tastelessly, upon 
a Christian's conflict with spiritual foes. But the 
warfare with (say) the Midianites was so far 
different as that God's cause upon earth was really 
bound up with it. This martial service was the 
sort required at the time, not only to prove and 
mature the fidelity of individuals, but to maintain 
the Jewish polity as an engine of the world's future 
disposal in spiritual things. Hence its mystical 
status as a type of the struggle of a member of 
Christ's Church "in his vocation and ministry" 
against the forces of evil. We are not on these 
accounts obliged to conclude upon the eternal 
state of those who suffered the Divine judgments 
in the wilderness or elsewhere. Because as not 
even those who appear to fail in their Christian 
calling are amenable to our fallible judgment, still 
less are those who ostensibly failed in a calling 
less spiritual, and therefore a less searching test. 
He who judges all men knew them by means of the 
probation He had set them. But we do not, and 
the fact of their being punished in this world 
would mitigate, even while it evinced, the darkness 
of their prospect in another. 
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IX. 

Each generation was, we may be content to believe, 
dealt with in the manner most suitable to it and 
exemplary to its successors. But that a promise 
definite only as regards temporal possessions should 
slide, as it were, and at a later day merge in supra- 
mundane ones, at first perplexes us; these being 
things between which Scripture usually points an 
antithesis. A key seems to be given us in G^la- 
tians iv. The Church is spoken of as Jerusalem 
which is above. And "those things which are 
above " are in Colossians iiL associated with Christ's 
Session there. The Church, however militant here, 
is established in the eternal world in the Person of 
its Head. His resurrection was the new point of 
departure, conferring the hope of an inheritance 
unfading, " reserved for those who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to 
be revealed at the last." This " Jerusalem which is 
above " (i. e. has its chief seat there) has legitimately 
come into aU the rights, privileges, and expectations 
of God's ancient seat of manifestation and grace. 
And S. Paul reminds us that there were not 
wanting from the first indications that the prospects 
of the Chosen People involved supramundane 
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issues and interests. For they were the children of 
a promise passing the common order of the world ; 
sprung "from one as good as dead;" and that 
extraordinary forces were at work in forging their 
destiny, had been manifest all along their annals. 
We note meanwhile the epoch at which the wonder- 
ful Eubicon was passed, possessions and a citizen- 
ship being now claimed beyond the grave.^ A 
select and remarkable one, because it coincided with 
the admission of the Gentiles to Divine faith and 
knowledge. So that directly the Israel of God 
had surmounted national and local trammels, it was 
in a position to propose objects of broad and human 
aspiration to mankind. 

The promised land centred its honours in the 
Holy City ; and if this v»a8 worthy of all affection, it 
was "because of the house of the Lord our God." 
When the movable shrine of the tabernacle — "a 
worldly sanctuary," yet not so called in disparage- 
ment — when this was replaced by the fixed one of 
the Temple, there was no earthly dwelling-place for 
the Lord of Hosts which might excel the dignity of 
the latter, and be a further term in the ascending 
series contemplated by Haggai. And our Lord 
appears to have regarded its sanctity as concen- 
trated in His flesh, when He uttered that ambiguous 

> Eph. i. 11, 14. 
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prophecy adduced by the false witnesses. Be it 
remembered, there has ever been a convertibility in 
the words house and household, both covered by 
oLKos ; one pressed so far by S. Peter that he actually 
speaks of living stones. And the temple of God is 
nov^ the Church, which at that time centred as 
regards its life and prospects in Himself. 

While an earthly inheritance is in a general 
sense no earnest of a heavenly, yet the particular 
earthly goods promised to the Jews as God's special 
rewards, and presented as an alternative to other 
supposed goods not so consecrated by His blessing, 
might very well be so. To reach Canaan was to 
enter into His rest. Like the sabbath, it was to 
associate its inheritors with Him in that felicity 
which is eternally His. The shadowing forth of 
heavenly things by earthly may seem to have 
involved the instrumentality of mean and sordid 
materials. But such by comparison are the pig- 
ments of earth and metal which portray a Madonna 
or a beautiful landscape. It is the masterly observ- 
ance of relation in the handling and disposal of 
such materials which imparts a grateful semblance 
to the flat canvas and the worthless oils, as they 
acquire the impress of thought and life. Even still 
the things of a brighter world can only be depicted 
to us by the employment of those of this proba- 
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tioDary one as symbols, as in the vision of S. John, 
or the sweet strains of Bernard of Morlaiz. 

Divine lessons were conveyed in terms cognisable 
by the senses ; and the disabilities attaching to 
physical evils (as leprosy), show us the same thing 
from an opposite view. If it was hard that these 
should exclude their subject from the congregation, 
the hardship must be weighed against the motives 
of Divine policy in maintaining a representative 
body sacred from pollution. This was symbolical 
of that eventual Body into which can be admitted 
nothing that defileth in that moral view which is 
incomparably higher. 

Political, economic, and sanitary objects were so 
blended with those of religion in details of the 
Mosaic code, that it is continually dif&cult to discern 
the religious value of an enactment (if any), and to 
trace its reflection in present things. Nor can wie 
expect to find the economy of Eedemption mirrored 
fully in any earlier grouping of persons and facts. 
But we see feature after feature — here one, there 
another — in all the historic avenue which led to the 
great issue. And throughout the Mosaic period 
there are the central types of sacrifice. In this 
three elements appear ; expiation of sin, dedication 
of self and possessions, eucharistic joy in the state 
of acceptance. They were imposed on the Jews 
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by authority, and imposed severally. Indeed, until 
the Antitype came these disjecta membra could 
hardly be united so as to preserve their distinctive 
meanings. Nor could a complete type be presented 
of one element, the expiatory, without further sub- 
division. At the cleansing of the leper one of two 
birds was slain, the other dipped in its blood and 
set free ; because it was impossible that the same 
bird could be both slain in expiation and liberated 
to express remission. And so with the two goats 
on the Day of Atonement. This is as in the picture 
of a medal we are obliged to have two discs shown 
us, with a band uniting them ; whereas, if we saw 
the coin itself, there would be but one. The Anti- 
type, at once Priest, Victim, Banquet, slain and 
revived, offering and acquittance, united in Himself 
all the parts of sacrifice. 

So much for Biblical types. Aside from Eevela- 
tion, in common life, there are abundant matters 
upon which we may fairly moralize upon our higher, 
i. e. our religious concerns. We may see sermons 
in stones, and good in everything. It is what our 
Lord did in His parables. Man is a steward, with 
talents to trade with ; a servant, to receive wages ; 
a prodigal son ; a sheep that is lost ; his life, a 
day; his heart, the soil of a Divine sowing; his 
character pervaded by the salt or the leaven of 
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piety. Grod is to him as He often is to others, a 
king, hrd, father, judge. Nature and the soil of 
Palestine furnished the most perfect of emblems at 
once of Israel, the depository of human hopes, and 
of Him who was the Head of Israel and of man, 
yiz. the vine. Lowly in its attitude, noble in its 
essence, spreading and embracing in its growth, 
it is crushed that its hlood^ may become the re- 
freshment of the weary, and the cordial for the 
dying. Yet if these are types, they are the types 
of Nature, rather than of Eevelation; unless, from 
the very close way in which the last-mentioned is 
entwined with Scripture, we say that in it Nature 
and Eevelation have a common voice. Perhaps the 
history of the Jews would be particularly fruitful 
in topics subservient to reflections upon man and 
his estate. Might we not conceive a priori that 
some one people's would be ? Other nations having 
been warlike, commercial, maritime, artistic, they 
were religious, as the very name of Israel imports. 
Topics less sectional, more general and human, 
would be likely to be embraced by such a history 
as theirs. But this would hardly render them 
types. 

^ Gen. zlix. 11. 
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X. 

We may now advert to some classes of things which 
have often been treated as typical, but which are 
hardly so in the sense with which we have been 
dealing. 

1. There is the case where the matter adduced, 
however suggesting a curious parallel with some- 
thing in the Gospel, had no bearing upon the 
fortunes of the race of Israel, or the Divine order 
of things wrought out through their instrumen- 
tality. Samson's riddle is an instance. '^ O evident 
sacrament!" exclaims S. Ambrose, applying it to 
the life out of Death procured by our Saviour's 
passion. Out of Death the eater came forth the 
risen body of Christ, the Eucharistic meat of the 
faithful; a riddle which the heathen had never 
guessed. It is impossible not to be struck with 
the aptness of the parable, especially if we think of 
the myth of Kronos, the devourer of his offspring. 
But S. Augustine has applied it to a somewhat 
different purpose ; to the succour received from the 
kingdoms of the world to the preaching of the 
Faith when the rage of their opposition has been 
spent ; S. Jerome, to the gain ultimately accruing 
to the Church from contests with false teaching, as 
if honey from the carcase of heresy. This varied 
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appHcation of the type suggests a key to its true 
bearing. It may have been congenial to the in- 
spired writer to linger over a story slight in itself, 
and only very interesting as a picture of early life 
in Canaan, because it atruck in with thoughts of the 
manifold ways in which agents of the Divine power 
are enabled to extort good from evil, and compel 
Hell itself to minister to Heaven. There could 
hardly be a prophecy in the thing, but there may 
well have been in the record of it. The same 
remark applies to the ruse by which Gideon smote 
the Midianites with panic, and which Theodoret 
compared to the trumpet of preaching and the 
torch of miracles ; others, to the faith of the 
martyrs flashing forth in the fracture of the earthen 
vessel beneath the arm of persecution. The his- 
torian may have felt that there is often a hidden 
radiance in God's work, making its way amidst foes 
unseen until its time. We might style these fdc- 
titiom types; that is, not such in themselves, but 
deriving their typical character from the place 
given them in the inspired record. If it be due to 
the Source of inspiration to believe that the writers 
were guided to record such matters as witnesses to 
evangelic truth, we think they were so guided in 
connection with considerations which fairly came 
in their way at the time. 

D 
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2. In another dubious class, an allusion to the 
Gospel is seen in something where the parallel is 
merely physical. The Epistle of Barnabas points 
to Genesis xyii. 27, and Abraham's circumcision of 
his 318 servants. Eighteen, in the Greek alphabet 
corresponding with IE, is an allusion to Jesus. In 
300, represented by T, it recognizes the Cross. The 
cruciform spit of the Paschal lamb represented the 
same sacred symbol in the opinion of S. Justin 
Martyr. The difficulty of recognizing " types " of 
this class is that they turn upon some physical 
points of correspondence, of which we are unable to 
see the importance either in the reputed type or 
antitype. Matters in a divinely ordered relation at 
one period properly offer themselves for comparison 
with those standing in that relation for a corres- 
ponding object at another, because of the adjustment 
to law we discern in the Divine procedure. But 
they do not fall within the conditions if they were 
such as to have had no material relation to the Di- 
vine purpose. In saying this we are aware that 
there may be a meaning where we do not at first 
detect it. Eahab may have consciously adopted the 
scarlet line as the sacrificial colour, and thus have 
intimated her readiness to cast in her lot with those 
propitiations practised by the Jews. If so, it was 
a remarkable emblem in the case of one to whom 
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amidst the destruction of her city it hrought sal- 
vation; and reminds us of a veritable type, the 
blood of the Paschal sacrifice sprinkled on the 
lintel. 

We read in 1 Corinthians x. that the Israelites 
were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea; and ate and drank of spiritual, or superna- 
tural, refreshment from the manna and the, rock. 
Hence the heading of the chapter says that " the 
Jewish sacraments were types of ours." It is, how- 
ever, clear that S. Paul does not rely on the 
(imperfect) physical correspondence of the mere 
elements concerned. But the truth which the 
Christian Sacraments attest was then inaugurated ; 
that the blessings of a state of Divine recognition 
and support are things which by nature we cannot 
have, but are due to special provisions of the 
Divine mercy. The principle is one which is often 
challenged by the world; that the best interests 
of man cannot be satisfied by provisions emanating 
from himself; that his spiritual nature lives by 
the intervention of a higher world ; and that God 
alone can order the institutions by which it may be 
quickened and preserved. The physical corres- 
pondence lay in the common affusion and partaking 
of " heavenly food " under both covenants. Here, 
however, we have not a coincidence of arbitrary 

D 21 
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signs, but only of signs which in both cases had a 
natural fitness. 

If it be said that the Evangelists have not 
thought physical correspondences beneath their 
notice, the question is, in what spirit do they cite 
them ? Is it merely as arbitrary tokens, as (if the 
illustration may be allowed) Macbeth saw in the 
coming of Bimam wood to Dunsinane the condition 
of his fall ? Let us take one — the disposal of the 
sacred garments by the soldiers at the Crucifixion. 
How came the corresponding incident to enter into 
the typical Psalm xxii. ? David is there recalling 
some terrible passages of suffering, it is thought 
in his flight from Saul. He seems to have been ap- 
pointed to die, and to have narrowly escaped. As 
there comes from the depth of his emotion touch 
after touch which gives vividness to the recital, one 
scene is prominent — the sharing of his garments 
by his intending executioners, and the levity be- 
tokened by (as we should phrase it) their "tossing" 
for the residue of them. This is as men might 
treat the skin and other trophies of some noxious 
animal they had hunted to the death, and forms a 
picture of great pathos.^ 

^ Commentators have persuaded themselves that some of 
the circumstances in this Psalm could not have happened to 
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The coincidence at the Crucifixion does not seem 
to go heyond what is possible to coincidences, under 
circumstances so calculated to produce them. And 
the Evangelists brought the two incidents together 
not, we venture to think, merely because they were 
80 similar, but because, being so, they guide us to 
see the general parity of treatment of the Psalmist 
and his Antitype; and which the former bore as 
receiving in his day the vials of all that was evil 
in Israel discharged upon his head. He was the 
pioneer of a greater Christ to receive a treatment 
of greater ignominy. And there is a real value 
in these minute parallels. They are red tallies 
which catch the eye, and point it to weightier cor- 
respondencies of which, though slight, they are 
characteristic touches. For it will be noticed that 
in the evangelists the type belongs to the heart of 
the transaction ; in the Epistle of Barnabas it is a 
straw upon the surface. 

The piercing of David's hands and feet (by the 
arrows of those skilled archers, the Benjamites?) 
is not distinctly adduced by them ; yet has always 

David ; but that his inspired fancy painted a scene of which 
his own suiferings were but the substructure. In our 
ignorance of the actual truth It is hiird to affirm; but 
whether the recital be fact or imagery, its prophetic value 
does not seem to be much affected. 
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been regarded as signally typical of the nails of 
the Cross. Those parts of the frame, as Pearson 
remarks, are full of nerves and tendons, and ex- 
quisitely sensitive. This acuteness of feeling may 
be involved in the sentiment of Isaiah xlix. 16; 
and possibly blends with the whole notion of the 
stigmata in Christian times. It is far more than 
a literal and formal correspondency which here 
attracts us. 

In the " thirty pieces of silver " of Zechariah xL 
13, S. Matthew xxvii. 9, we see another elem^at 
than the mere numerical, because this was the price 
of a servant's life.^ The citation of Jonah, as 
characterizing the only sign from heaven to be 
granted to the Jews, was levelled at their self-com- 
placency. Our Lord accepted the consequences of 
their perversity, and so far made it His own. 
Emancipated from the jaws of the grave. He was 
to become, through His Apostles, a preacher to 
them, as Jonah, irradiated by his rescue, was to the 
Ninevites. The Divine mercy prevailing against 
sin, and by a putting forth of power wresting it 
into the very means of saving sinners — ^here was 
the typical vein running through the two cases. 
But the "three days" correspondency* we think 
a subordinate matter; the more as three was a 
> Ex. xxi. 32. » S. Matt. only. 
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favourite or representative number, and the interval, 
not to admit of decay, could have but narrow limits. 
The Jewish bias to attend to such correspondencies 
may be utilized in passing ; but there were in the 
sign elements of graver import on which the atten- 
tion was meant to rest. 



XI. 

The prospective teachings of the Old Testament 
were in the course of centuries subjected to much 
sifting by the Fathers of the East and West. Their 
theories differ in form, though there is a general 
tendency to see a literal, a moral, and a prophetic 
element in Scripture. Their practice is somewhat 
lax, and affords no settled criteria for the recognition 
of types. They often appear to treat the Bible as a 
museum of sacred objects and religious pictures, 
into which they take us, and make any one the 
subject of edifying discourse, without stopping to 
consider whether it is to the exact purpose designed 
by the artist. In devotional writing there is much 
temptation to disregard the distinction, for the 
moment immaterial, between what a fact teaches, 
and what may be usefully taught by accommodation 
from it, assuming that that teaching can be sub- 
stantiated otherwise. And it may be questioned 
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whetlier anotlier motive did not weigh strongly 
with that large portion whose writings transmit 
what were originally oral addresses. The scenes 
and objects of Scripture are stored in the memozy 
with comparative ease ; but expositions of doctrine, 
such as S. Paul's, could not be studied by an nn- 
reading people. It was very convenient therefore 
to link those scenes and objects with doctrine, and 
thus construct a kind of mnemonics by which it 
could be preserved to the hearers. 

As an illustration, a number of the Fathers see 
mystical meanings in the errand of SS. Peter and 
John for the ass and her colt.^ The village is the 
world; the ass and colt tied there, the Jew and 
Gentile peoples bound by their sins ; the former 
accustomed to the yoke of the law, the latter 
walking unbridled after their own lusts; the former 
following, as to be converted later of the two ; the 
two disciples, preachers of the two Testaments, or 
endowed with twofold charity, the love of God and 
of our neighbour. 

Here there was really symbolical action in the 
Scripture scene. Christ was acting agreeably to 
Zechariah's prophecy, rejecting showy accessories of 
state, and making His approach with simple and 
native dignity, as the true King of Salem, i. e. of 

> 8. Matt xxi. Ao. 
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Peace. Meanwhile the use of the colt " whereon 
never man sat " must have been an assertion of 
those unique claims which were His ; ^ perhaps, too, 
that it belonged to Him to reclaim the wildest 
natures to His service. Such exhibitions of acted 
truth, so foreign to our habits of thought, the Jews 
were quick to discern. But the patristic inferences 
will hardly find acceptance. And that the Fathers 
had not always a positive opinion that things really 
typified what they put them to teach, and nothing 
else, may be exemplified from S. Augustine. When 
he has an eye to the Donatists he sees in the rent 
garments at the Crucifixion schismatical sacra- 
ments ; ^ but at another time he makes them stand 
for the four quarters of the world.^ 

The Alexandrine Jew had been driven to alle- 
gorize the Old Testament by the necessities of his 
position. It would never obtain the attention of the 
world unless something more was made out to be 
lurking beneath that which was apparently national 
and local. Fhilo labours hard to meet this pitiless 
necessity. Christian writers, like Tertullian and 
Clement, triumphantly satisfied it by showing the 
winged glories of the new dispensation enfolded 
in the aurelia of the old. With the Jew, whose 

* Comp. S. John xix. 41. * On Ps. xxii. 

» On 8. John xix. 24. 
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system was tnmcated, allegory speedily became 
mere rationalism, whose vice is that the figurative 
principle is pressed beyond the bounds of probability. 
Thus while Christians owed the Alexandrine 
Jews a great debt for establishing a process which, 
rightly applied, was so fruitful in results, there 
was a set off to this in the extravagance of which 
they gave the example, and the remains of which 
tainted the writings of the Church. The piece of 
rationalism charged upon Hymeneus and Philetus ^ 
shows to what purposes this might be turned. 
Much of the less acceptable typology of the Fathers 
doubtless originated so ; as some of it from the 
example of the Palestinian Jews, who distilled 
mysteries from anagrams and numbers. 

xn. 

And now, on a general review, can we descry any 
purposes of Divine Providence which have been 
served by the relation we have been trying to 
elucidate ? In the first place, the typical characters, 
events, institutes, served "for the time then present," 
pioneers of a fuller revelation to come. " For they 
learnt by means of types to fear God and persevere 
in His worship. Therefore the law was to them 
both a discipline and prophecy of future things."' 
A diminished anthropomorphism is noticed in the 
* 2 Tim. it 17. * IrtnsBus, Contra Hcsr^ 14, 15. 
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Septuagint ; but it was the genius of the Hebrews 
to understand only in the concrete. Notions which 
we hold in abstract shape, but which are clear to 
us for all that, they identified with visible and 
palpable things. They expressed knowledge by 
ears, strength by horns, substance by bone; ex- 
pressions which recal the Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
Before an alphabet was invented, and literary 
writing formed into an art, abstract ideas could 
only be represented by these expedients. And 
they were still a resource in the early stages ot 
thought and letters. "In the Book of Job, God 
puts sins in a sack, seals it, and flings it behind His 
back; all which means to forget. People get 
angry, and their visage is inflamed ; not only speak, 
but open their mouths and speak. The widow of 
Tekoah says she is a widow woman, and her 
husband is dead."^ A Jew would not have been 
satisfied with a name unless its meaning shone 
through a transparent etymology. He loved to 
keep events fresh by connecting them with spots. 
He was fond of symbolical action, implying that 
such action was appreciated.^ He was prone to re- 

* Farrar. 

2 1 Kings xi. 30; xix. 19; xxii. 11; 2 Kings xiii. 18 ; 
Is. XX. 2 ; Jer. xiii. 1-7 ; xvi. 2, 5, 8 ; xviii. 2-10 ; xxvii. 
1-8 ; Ezek. xii. 7 ; 8. Matt. xxvi. 7 ; 8. John. xiii. 5. Pilate's 
washing his hands in recognition of this feeling is curious. 
Note also the cases of rent clothes. 
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capitulations of his history ; and in finding a place 
for new ideas, to run them into the moulds of old 
ones, by borrowing the language which had be- 
longed to the latter. To this we may attribute 
those numerous phrases of the Septuagint which, 
with their clinging associations, are woven into 
the text of the New Testament. The Jews evi- 
dently believed that a deep religious instinct might 
be trusted to bring men of ages remote from 
each other into the same latitude of thought ; and 
thus that there was nothing inappropriate in 
coupling the sayings of the Prophets with the 
transactions of the Gospel. Here appeared their 
monotheism, their belief in one Grod the Inspirer.^ 
Hence Farkhurst's earlier and later impressions 
may both have justice in them. Believing as above, 
and ever disposed to refer to that which was known 
and familiar, they seem to have applied to current 
affairs such utterances of the prophets as fitted 
them; which would doubtless occur to them as 
classical allusions might to us. To render them 
much more, we have only to see in this propensity 
a design of Providence, which had indulged them in 
it, possibly had not chosen them without referenco 
to their having it. The whole was the behaviour 
of men to whom it was not given, though occa- 

1 2 Pet. 1. 20. 
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sionally visited with inspiration, to frame their 
Divine knowledge into a system ; but who felt their 
way from point to point. It is the tendency of the 
modern intellect to disparage the operation of the 
unsophisticated mind on spiritual things. But may 
we not underrate the Divine power to utilize a weak 
faculty during the period allotted for its exercise ? 
Guidance by types — facts whose rationale awaits 
solution by the future — is in itself guidance of the 
blind. But does not this answer to what is found 
necessary in all human training? Ideally, know- 
ledge should come before practice. But in actual 
life it is imperative to put practice first ; to begin 
with a blind obedience, under which a knowledge 
of the principles concerned gradually comes. And 
the life of a people is in many respects as that of 
an individual.^ In the great function of Sacrifice 
the blindest discipline in, the most unreasoning 
observance of it, was exacted of the father of the 
faithful. More of fitness and reasonableness were 
discernible in the sacrificial rites of Moses, now 
elaborated into a system. But still there was much 
obscurity, which the Prophets only partially dis- 
peUed. Deeper harmonies and more constraining 
influences are recognized in that supreme subject 
under Christian light ; although our limited facul- 

^ Hob. zi. 1. 
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ties, perhaps still more our imperfect moral per- 
ceptions, cause it to be understood even now in 
very unequal degrees. 

Though the building up of religion by types 
was a slow, it was a sure process. It led to an 
accumulation of historical evidence upon which 
a religious system might rest the more securely 
afterwards. In the characters and sayings of 
saints of old, in the ceremonial practices and 
manifold living experience of the people in past 
days, our Lord, His Apostles and their successors 
had a body of materials ready to bear witness to all 
the great principles they taught. 

While this crystallization in types gave the 
Jews a better hold upon the things committed to 
them, it renders the same office to ourselves as one 
of secondary importance. We are allowed a clearer 
insight into the Divine rule ; and the word type is 
no mean specimen of appliances of language for the 
purpose which the Hebrew had not. But these 
crystallizations still survive, not only to extend the 
witness to sacred truths by presenting them through 
a great variety of media, but also to give them a 
certain sharpness and accentuation. They afford 
us pictures of the service of Gk)d under visible 
encouragements, against visible temptations and 
palpable foes. Old writers from their more copious 
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reference to them have often a peculiar charm ; and 
what wonld our hymns be without allusions to the 
Ark, the Passover, the Jordan, David, and Jeru- 
salem ? " We still speak the language of Canaan." 
The effect would be much impaired if such refer- 
ences were supposed to be merely rhetorical. 

A comparison of the whole caste of the religious 
life in the Jewish Church and in ours is no doubt 
attended by a certain difficulty — that of realizing 
similar principles of action to have been at work in 
both.^ For the basis of religion has since been 
deepened beyond thought, till it has penetrated 
into the eternal world. Times of conflict have 
formed a medium through which the feelings of 
those early days have been brought nearer ; and self- 
complacent Puritans identified themselves readily 
with the warriors and heroes of Israel. But gene- 
rally the difficulty is felt ; while the very change of 
circumstances to which we owe it is the cause of 
our appreciating the pictorial effects referred to. 
That God can work mightily by the weakest in- 
strument is a truth of the Gospel. But with what 
vividness is it impressed on a congregation listen- 
ing to the story of David and Goliath I This 
stimulus in our altered circumstances has been 
sought by religious allegories, enabling us to view 

1 See Eph. vi. 10-17. 
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in the concrete wBat we reqnice to eI»Te to in the 
abstract, and so apply to more sabtle and varying 
exigencies. Moses and Samnel ofEer the adTantages 
of these compositions with the additional ones of 
being tme, and invested with the solemnity attack- 
ing to Scripture only. Thus in His hands who 
mles the ages the provisions reguigite for one 
period are made mibaenient to the instruction of 
another. 

Bf^'des this, there is the important consideration 
that the foundations of Divine tmth have thns been 
widely laid, and that tmth rendered proportionately 
stable. From a time coeval with the dawn of 
history we see broken lights of that day which 
was eventnally to prevail against the snrronnding 
dimness. We find a recognition of Grod and of sin, 
sacrifices and priests, a people consecrated by an 
appointed sign, hope directed to the fatnre re- 
garding the highest interests of man. And as the 
Scripture records proceed, one circumstance after 
another appears indicating the course of Revelation, 
and the spirit and principles of that religion into 
which it is eventually resolved. Not that every- 
thing is clear in its time. The episode of Mel- 
chi/x^lek in Genesis is fragmentary and mysterious 
enough, until wo see its uses in the hands of the 
writer to the Hebrews. Then the advantage of 
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this link appears. It sufficed to show that there 
was a primordial religion ontside the family of 
Abraham, which Abraham himself did homage to ; 
and that a faith which is the heir of all previons 
ages might not narrow itself to a later system, how- 
ever bound to interpret and fulfil it. Melchizedek 
was a Gentile type of Christ ; and even his name 
significant of the Messianic conception and cha- 
racter. As we proceed, against the background of 
heathendom one character after another stands out, 
crude and imperfect, yet exemplifying some prin- 
ciple of eternal truth which God vindicated through 
him ; principles at last to centre in Him in whom 
was light, and no darkness at all. The long line 
of saintly persons commemorated in Hebrews xi. 
had no explicit knowledge of a future life ; and yet 
had so far a common basis of action with the 
Christian, that none of them spent themselves upon 
their own will, but each reserved himself for a 
destiny ordained of God. And there are vestigia 
nulla retrorsum, A Mosaic ceremony was dark, but 
it concentrated and preserved existing light. An 
ordinance looks harsh ; but it reclaimed those sub- 
ject to it from greater harshness. Men had been 
hurried by natural impulse to retaliate pain and 
suffering on the inflicters. They are employed to 
execute a strictly defined vengeance, purged of 
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passion, on the enemies of God. Eventually they 
are taught that though wickedness must he put 
down, it is to be with ever increasing solicitude' 
and multiplied expedients to detach the sinner from 
it, and lighten the incidence of justice upon him. 

Alike in doctrine and morals the germs of the 
Christian code are in the law and the prophets^ 
as it can be shown that the moral precepts of the 
Decalogue were recognized in principle in Patri- 
archal times. Their re-publication (S. Matt, v.-vii.) 
reverses nothing; but carries their provisions farther 
in the same directions in which they had tended 
already. The elder code set its ban upon sin in its 
palpable forms; the later in its occult workings. 
A comparison which subsists throughout. In the 
later we find thoroughness and completeness ; in the 
earlier the object seems rather to be the presenta- 
tion of that which shall be solid and definite to 
grasp. Thus, however, the flower comes from 
within the calyx. There is a method running 
through the ages, anterior to any reflections upon 
it, and which minds disposed to them, so &r from 
originating, have only been gradually learning to 
understand. 

In the present study we are concerned with the 
dumb prophecies of the Old Testament, and are 
only in a slight degree brought in contact with the 
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great body of its express precLictions. Yet even 
so, the recognition of innumerable fibres of the 
Christian stem in the consecutive annals of fifteen 
centuries, and the traditions of a far more hoary 
antiquity, cannot But lend strength to the conviction 
that this is a Tree of God's planting, and is beyond 
the power of human speculation or waywardness to 
uproot. 
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NOTE A. 



Natural groups are best described, not by any definition 
which marks their boundaries, but by a type which marks 
their centre. The type of any natoial group is an example 
which possesses in a marked degree all the leading featmres 
of a class. 

A natural group is steadily fixed, though not precisely 
limited ; it is given in position, though not circumscribed ; 
it is determined, not by a boundary without, but by a central 
point within ; not by what it strictly excludes, but by what 
it eminently includes ; by a type, not by a definition. 

WhevoelVs Inductive Sciences, 
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NOTE B. 



atation from Old 
Testament 



Pb. zxU. 18. 

XTixy. 19. 

Ixix. 25. 

Ixxviii. 2. 

Is. vi. 10. 

▼ii. 14. 



Immediate relation. 



David's sufferings in exile. 

Ps. XXXV. 19. 

Ixix. 25. 

Moral of their past history. 

Is. vi. 10. 

viii. 4. 



[The title Immannel was to be affixed 
to the promised child, who was to he 
a mark and pledge of the Divine 
deliverance. This and the present 
maidenhood of the prophetess (which 
seemed to render the promise more 
remote) were slight rehearsals of the 
wonders of the Incarnation, when 
God's resources from the unborn world 
would appear through greater bar- 
riers of nature and probability.] 



New Testament 
« ftilfilmenf* 



S. Matt, xxvii. 35. 

S. John XV. 25. 

xvii 12. &c 

S. Matt. xiii. 35. 

S. John xii. 40. 

S. Matt. 1. 23. 



xlii. 1-4. 
Uii. 4. 



Jer. xxxi. 16. 16. 

Hos. xi. 1. 
Zech. ix. 9. 

xi. 13. 



(Israel tending to individualisa< 
( tion in its Messiah 



The Captivity. 



(The Exodus. See Stanley's Ser- 
\ mons in the Eastt s. i. 

The ideal King. 

rZech. xi. 13. Symbolical action, 
denoting contempt of God, 
whose messenger was valued 
at a price fit only for such 
wares as were sold by the pot- 
ter. Gomp. Lam. iv. 2. 



} 



i 



S. Matt xii. 18-20. 
vili. 11. 

ii. 18. 
(Captivity to the 
grave, " the land 
of the enemy." 
—See Trench's 
Star of the Wise 
Men, p. 107.) 

S. Matt ii. 15. 

xxL S. 



xxvii. 9, 10. 



The above is believed to be the acconnt usually given of 
the relation between these passages. A consummate states- 
man, and the author of his sovereign's policy, might put in 
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the month of the latter words which he and his hearen 
might coDfine to conent affidis, bat which might afterwaids 
torn ont to have pointed pre-eminently to something later on. 
And we are not driyen to suppose the prophet so passiye an 
organ as this suggests. The eloTation of mind of a holy 
man under the Old Dispensation might be attended with the 
power of seeing things in other relations than would occur 
to common men (see S. John xii. 41). Without being broad, 
his insight may have been deep. An Israelite was in a pecu- 
liar arena ; not in the outskirts of the Divine economy, but 
(if the impressions of Christendom are right) at its axis. His 
prophetic faculty had for its basLs as well his peculiar situa- 
tion as his peculiar gifts. 

It is the tendency of a moralist to touch matters on the 
side of their essential principles. Thus it was possible that 
words which he was guided by leadings without and within 
him to speak to bis contemporaries, and which had a proxi- 
mate application to their affidrs, might formulate principles 
of much wider operation. When that had been completed, 
and not before, would his words be said to be fulfilled. His 
part in them may be considered to have been satisfied long 
before ; the Divine part in them would then only be com- 
plete. 
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